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						Wonderous West Shore							
						My dad and I wait all year for the middle of October. It is our favorite time of year to make photographs in Michigan because the quality of the light is the best. We call it "magic light" when it is raining, but the sun is out. Looking over Lake Michigan, I could see a storm front making its way towards us, so I waited on the beach in Pentwater for over an hour for two minutes of "magic light".
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						Incredible Ludington							
						I thought I was going to have a heart attack and die halfway through a five-block sprint from my Ludington waterfront home on a circle tour to my truck to get my camera and then around Harbor View Marina to get to the spot where I visualized I needed to be to photograph one of the most vivid rainbows I had ever seen. While bent over, hyperventilating, trying to catch my breath, it occurred to me that, yes, I might have a heart attack and die if I didnâ€™t quit running, but I definitely was going to die if I didnâ€™t get this shot. In my mind and heart, this was an image worth dying for. I hadnâ€™t run this hard since retiring from the Coast Guard 11 years earlier, but I needed to save myself from disappointment, so onward I ran. I was so busy running, it wasnâ€™t until I reached my pre-selected spot on the west side of the Ludington Waterfront Sculpture Park that I looked toward the rainbow and witnessed a sight far more incredible than I could ever have imagined a few minutes earlier from the third-story deck of our condominium. 

The double rainbow was even more vivid now and perfectly positioned from this vantage point. The marina and boats provided the attractive foreground I had envisioned from home without being there. For a few moments, I was so focused on the double rainbow, I didnâ€™t even see the reflection of the main rainbow in the water. When I did, I ran closer to the waterâ€™s edge so I could include the entire rainbow reflection in my image. This was the first and only time in my life I had ever seen a rainbow and its reflection make a complete circle. I quickly made an image, thinking the rainbow would fade away any second. Then I took a deep breath and concentrated on really seeing and evaluating every aspect of the image I had built. I moved my camera position less than a foot in micro-composing the image to better align the foreground, middle-ground and background layers. A couple thumb clicks of my cable release later, and I was done. I could breathe easy now and savor for a few more minutes this exceptionally brilliant rainbow I and countless others were blessed to see on July 10, 2016
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						Thumbs Up							
						My grandpa, Bud Reed, always gave a thumbs up as his sign of approval. The last few years of his life, he could not hear very well. The thumbs up was often his way of letting you know he understood what you were trying to say. 
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						God's Light							
						This is, as I look back at my first 50 years as a photographer, the best photograph I have ever made. That lightning bolt still explodes in my mindâ€™s eye nearly a quarter-century after it lit up the night on September 19, 1997. At least once more in my lifetime I would like the privilege of photographing a moment as power-packed as this one. I was as charged as the air about me as an enormous storm cloud fired lightning bolts faster than a giant Gatling gun and swept across Lake Michigan toward my vantage point on the Ludington shoreline. I had a crowâ€™s nest view looking west toward Lake Michigan from my Officer of the Day berthing room on the second deck of Coast Guard Station Ludington. 

An hour earlier, I had been readying to get my boat crew underway for nighttime training aboard Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat 44345 when I spotted what at first glance looked like miniature lightning bolts barely visible dancing across the entire western horizon. We were seeing a thunderstorm hitting Wisconsin and heading our way. We secured the boat for heavy weather with extra lines and secured the station. With our work day done, I retreated to my room and set up my 300-millimeter lens on my tripod, awaiting the advancing tempest. I maintained my visualized composition, never changing the narrow aim of the Nikon N90 camera at the Ludington lighthouse. I had never seen so many lightning bolts in the sky at once. I decided that the odds of capturing one large bolt lighting up the Ludington lighthouse could not be better than now. 

As the stormfront raced across Lake Michigan at 45 knots, I began taking 30-second time exposures when it was still 30 miles away. The closer the storm came to the Ludington shoreline, the louder, larger and brighter the lightning became. Many bolts were going off during every time exposure shot, but often north or south of the narrow angle of view of my large telephoto lens. I began doubting my decision not to use a wider angle. The super cell of the thunderstorm was less than a half-mile away now. The lightning was revealing a massive thunderhead cloud steamrolling end-over-end right at me. Boom! I jumped for the first time from the concussion. The light was blinding. My camera was recording it. But what did the camera see? And even if there was a big bolt recorded on the Fuji Velvia slide film, was it going to be in a good position relative to the lighthouse? Only time would tellâ€”a lot of time. There was no instant feedback with film. I would have to wait until I was off duty to send the film in and then wait several days more for it to come back. 

I remember like it was yesterday pulling slide after slide out of the plastic storage box they came back in from the processor and looking at them one by one on my light table with an eight-power loupe. The first slides I reviewed, which were the first shots taken when the storm was further away, quickly turned my excitement into disappointment. The images were not living up to the experience. But the further I dug into the box, the bigger the bolts were, and the more they lit up and colored the sky. Finally, upon pulling out the next to last slide in the box, I saw the image I had visualized making, except far better than I could have ever imagined making of my own accord. I believe God was my guide in capturing this Heaven-sent moment. I named the image â€œGodâ€™s Light.â€�

Post note: Without my knowledge, my wife, Debbie, entered the original â€œGodâ€™s Lightâ€� 35-millimeter slide in the 1998 Nikon International Contest. It won third place.
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						Michigan Lightning							
						I was in awe of the giant bolts of lightning striking Lake Michigan as I stood on the beach at the end of Ludington Avenue during a fierce September electrical storm. One massive bolt after another came crashing down and I was lucky enough to capture one that split on both sides of the lighthouse. When I downloaded the photo the next day, my dad quickly noticed that the bolt looked like the lower peninsula of Michigan.
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						Flying Ashore							
						Flying Ashore by Todd Reed

As I was heading back to our photography gallery in downtown Ludington after lunch today, I observed a segment of very dark clouds high in the sky to the west. I drove quickly to the west end of Ludington Avenue, grabbed by camera out of the back of my Suburban and sprinted up a nearby sand dune at shoreâ€™s edge. A fast-moving rain (and hail as it turned out later) storm was headed ashore. I noticed that a powerful-looking portion of the clouds looked like a gigantic bird. I knew instantly that needed to be my focus. I made several shots with my Nikon D850 and a few with my iPhone. The rain was picking up and thunder and lightning were getting closer. I scrambled down the dune and back to my vehicle, beating the downpour of rain and hail by just a couple minutes. Gotta love a good storm front! Nikon D850. F10 at 1/100, ISO 400. 14-24mm lens at 14mm. On a tripod without a flash. September 20, 2022 at 1:18pm.
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						Positive Energy							
						One of the most spectacular lightning storms I have witnessed in my lifetime showed up on my wife Debbieâ€™s birthday, September 4, 2014. We were guests at my Aunt Carol Garneauâ€™s home on the Lake Michigan shoreline in Ludington Harbor.

While photographing bolt after bolt as cells of the storm rolled past me for more than an hour, this granddaddy of them all exploded over the top of the Ludington lighthouse. I made this 30-second time-exposure image with my 500-millimeter Nikon telephoto lens from an open window of Auntie Carolâ€™s second floor art room. I named it Positive Energy because she was always so positive and lit up the world with her presence. 
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						Â Rachel Gaudette 4839							
						Â 
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						Storm Front							
						Batten down the hatches! Storm clouds tumbling mixer-style steamroll threateningly ashore along the Lake Michigan shoreline on a June afternoon. This scene and the "Hot Pink" scene are among the hundreds of spectacular big sky views I have witnessed from my home near the Lake Michigan shoreline south of Ludington. They reflect the similar amazing scenes that unfold frequently all along the shores of Lake Michigan.
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						Coming in Hot							
						One of the most ominous shelf clouds I have seen in years screams ashore toward Harbor View Marina in Ludington Harbor on the evening of July 26, 2020. These stormfronts tend to be such fast-movers, often advancing at 20 to 40 miles per hour, that I know I have to anticipate them and be in a good position to photograph them well in advance. For this storm, I set up my tripod and camera on the third-floor, outdoor deck of our waterfront home and waited to experience and record the storm.
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						Gale Force - Panoramic 							
						Wind contorts my face, waves roar and crash just short of the feet of my tripod, sun gleams and dances across the water, clouds paint the sky. I am in my glory. This is as good as it gets for a Lake Michigan photographer. These are the days I dream about and rarely experience. This mid-September day of 2001 on the Ludington waterfront was one of the best moments of my life. My camera recorded it so I and others can experience it again and again.
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						Electric Landscape - Panoramic							
						My dad and I have found that the best way to photograph lightning is using the longest exposure possible for the given situation. This photograph is a 30-second exposure at F8 and an ISO of 100. It was shot on a sturdy tripod that could withstand the 30 miles-per-hour winds. This fierce thunderstorm headed north very quickly and it took out power in Manistee, Michigan.
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						Storm Chaser							
						I had been in the indoor swimming pool with my kids all afternoon at my dad and stepmom's new condo and not paying attention to the sky. Our employee, Aubry Healy, texted me a cell phone shot she had made up near Onekama of some pretty awesome clouds. I told the kids it was time to go upstairs and get changed. When we got upstairs and looked out over Lake Michigan, my jaw hit the ground and I went into full "storm chaser" mode. I knew I had missed my chances of getting a good shot in Ludington, but I calculated that if I drove down to Little Sable Point Lighthouse near Silver Lake, I might be able to get the shelf cloud over the lighthouse. After a long 30-minute drive, I was in position waiting for the storm and shelf cloud to arrive. Within 15 more minutes, the rolling clouds were upon me. I was on the bright side of the storm so the lighthouse was lit in magic light. I waited until the cloud was in just the right location in relation to the top of the lighthouse and clicked the shutter. My grin was from ear to ear as my heart was racing with excitement. My dad and I live to chase Lake Michigan storms!
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						Real Unreal							
						The dune grass natural area at the north end of the Ludington city beach looked super real bathed in magic light but the storm clouds over Lake Michigan approaching from the northwest looked mysteriously unreal. The unusual juxtaposition between a view so real and yet unreal intrigued me on an August afternoon. I love catching weather fronts just before they get to my camera position.
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		Gallery News

				Gallery Newsletters. Keep in touch with what's happening at the Todd and Brad Reed Photography Gallery. Visit our Gallery Newsletter page and download PDF newsletter issues.


Pure Michigan Video. Todd and Brad Reed are featured in a Pure Michigan video, with their award-winning photography of Michigan lighthouses and Great Lakes beaches and lakeshores. The Pure Michigan video is titled "Lighthouses in Michigan - a Pure Michigan Summer".  View the video here at this YouTube link.
			


				

				
					
		
		Phone, Address, Email

					Â (231) 843-0777
	Â info@toddandbradreed.com

LUDINGTON GALLERY HOURS
Open Monday-SaturdayÂ 9am-5pm
Closed Sunday



114 West Ludington Avenue
Ludington, Michigan 49431 Map




			


				

				
					
		
		Testimonials

					"Unlike some professional photographers, the Todd and Brad Reed team go out of their way to share their knowledge of photography. Studying techniques from Galen Rowell, one of the finest photographers in the world, they have combined thoughts to instruct programs such as â€œHow to Really See the World in Photographsâ€�, their â€œ20/20 Visionâ€�, and the advanced program of the â€œ4Fs = Forethink, Feel, Focus and Finishâ€�. The Charlevoix Photography Club was fortunate to have this Father and Son team instruct our members on the basic principles of Nature Photography as well as serving as jurors in one of our photography exhibitions...
By: Mike Schlitt 
	" Todd and Brad assisted me in taking my photography to the next level with their excellent teaching of both the artistic and technical aspects of the art. They helped me learn to capture images the way I had them envisioned and taught me to â€œsee the world in pictures."
By: Christine Crumbaugh
	"...We visited their gallery for the first time and not only were we impressed with the quality photography of the area, but there was something about their passion that made an impression. That Christmas my wife surprised me with registration for their Picture Perfect Workshop Weekend and we were introduced to that passion for photographyÂ again... To say the least the weekend exceeded all expectations..."
By: Vern Botts
	"I have taken almost every workshop Todd and Brad have offered. The classes have helped me to develop into the photographer I am today. We started with learning the steps of learning what makes a beautiful image to learning to shoot on manual mode and beyond. I already had a love of photography but they helped me see that it's more than a love of photography- it's a way of life."
By: Holly Hannum


			


				

				
					

Newsletter Signup

	Sign Up to Receive Our Newsletter

	
		
	
	
				
								
								
				
					Subscribe
				
			

		

	



				

			

		

		
			 


			
				
					
		
					About Todd, Brad and Rachel
							

	
					Newsletters
							

	
					Privacy Policy
							

	
					Copyright Notice
							

	Site Map
	Login



				

				
					
			      
        Facebook
        Instagram
        YouTube
        
      

		
				

			

		

		
			 


			
				
					
	[image: payments]

				

				
					All Rights Reserved. Please do not copy or use images without expressed permission.
Website by Chickering Associates					

					Todd and Brad Reed Photography © 2024				

				
									

			

		
		Back to top
	


	
		
			
				
					×
					 

				

				
				

			

		

	
























