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						Surf's Up							
						A fast-response Coast Guard rigid-hull-inflatable boat flies over the water on Lake Michigan off Ludington.
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						Rough Riders							
						Like a tank on the water, Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat 44345 pounds through breaking surf. The self-righting rescue boat and her crews aided mariners in distress between Big and Little Sable Points for more than 35 years. 
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						November Storm in Grand Haven
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						Envious							
						Envious
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						To The Rescue							
						Strapped to their 44-foot rescue boat and hanging on as the small but mighty vessel takes on another huge Lake Michigan wave, Ludington Coast Guardsmen head into the teeth of a storm.

 If it were to capsize, the boat is designed to right itself within 15 seconds and forge ahead. Crews purposely go out to train in such weather conditions in order to be able to safely and successfully aid mariners in distress in similar wind and seas.  

As a Coast Guard Reservist, I served as a â€œcoxswainâ€� or captain of this incredible vessel, 44345, for more than 25 years. Oh to have been able to take photographs during some of those boat rides! 

I scrambled part way out the Ludington north breakwall to take this off-duty photograph. I think it speaks volumes and will always be one of my favorite photographs, especially because I like to think of 44345 as a best friend, one that never has failed me and never will
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						Always Ready							
						There were many times at Coast Guard Station Ludington that the rescue boats were at rest. The crew was usually still busy carrying out the work and training of the Plan of the Day, but there was down time too when crew members could pause to take in a rainbow or other impressive waterfront view. There were also many times when â€œAlways Readyâ€� search and rescue boat crews scrambled to respond to a call for assistance, like fighting a fire at the carferry docks.
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						On Guard							
						Petty Officer Barry Schultz stands lookout watch aboard MLB44345. Schultz also serves as one of the motor lifeboat's engineers. They are responsible for keeping the Coast Guard rescue boat's twin diesel engines, and other machinery, maintained and operating properly. The boat looks and operates as if new despite having served as Coast Guard Station Ludington's heavy weather rescue boat since 1965.
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						Ice Breaking Coast Guard Biscayne Bay (8277)							
						Ice Breaking Coast Guard Biscayne Bay
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						Manistee Lighthouse and USCG (9140)							
						Manistee Lighthouse and USCG
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						Making the Rounds							
						Coast Guard Station Manistee's 45-foot rescue boat heads past Manistee Lighthouse on a Lake Michigan patrol. A summer squall has passed and the Coast Guardsmen are making certain mariners in the vicinity are safe.
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						Break Time							
						When the ice on the Great Lakes started impeding shipping, Coast Guard icebreakers bust open paths. On this ice-cold February morning the Coast Guard Cutter Biscayne Bay broke up the ice in Ludington harbor.
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						Coast Guard Showpiece							
						The 225-foot-long Coast Guard Cutter Hollyhock looks inspection-ready after arriving in Grand Haven for the annual Coast Guard Festival. Thousands of people will tour the Port Huron based buoy tender during the festival. The Hollyhock is responsible for about 150 aids to navigation in the lower Great Lakes. It also performs icebreaking, search and rescue, and environmental protection duties.
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						Motor Life Boat 44359							
						Self-righting motor lifeboats like this Coast Guard Auxiliary vessel are designed to survive and thrive in high seas. This 44-foot vessel, 44359, crushes a large Lake Michigan wave during a patrol from Port Sheldon to Muskegon.  I had the honor and privilege of driving 44s for over 25 years.
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						A Grand Adventure - Panoramic							
						During a two-boat, Coast Guard Auxiliary Safety Patrol from the Holland area to Muskegon, I wanted to make an image from the 44-foot patrol boat I am on of the 41-foot patrol boat passing by Coast Guard City USA, Grand Haven, Michigan. I am grateful to the Auxiliarists who have made this voyage possible for Brad and me.
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						A Grand Adventure							
						During a two-boat, Coast Guard Auxiliary Safety Patrol from the Holland area to Muskegon, I wanted to make an image from the 44-foot patrol boat I am on of the 41-foot patrol boat passing by Coast Guard City USA, Grand Haven, Michigan. I am grateful to the Auxiliarists who have made this voyage possible for Brad and me. Nikon D800. F6.3 at 1/1600, ISO 800. 70-200mm lens at 82mm. Handheld without a flash. October 22, 2017 at 12:15pm.
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						Lofty Lifesavers							
						A Coast Guard helicopter flies right over me as I am photographing stormy seas on the Lake Michigan shoreline. I make the shot of these aerial lifesavers after having only seconds to change camera shutter speed and aperture in order to render the helicopter sharp but its rotor blades blurred to show their motion.
F8 at 1/640, ISO 800, 80-200mm lens at 200mm
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						Helo Ops							
						I spent a lot of time underneath Coast Guard helicopters during more than 30 years driving Coast Guard rescue boats and training others to command and crew them. On this 1987 day, Active Duty and Reserve Coast Guardsmen taking part in a two-week â€œboat schoolâ€� were conducting â€œhelo opsâ€� on Lake Charlevoix aboard Station Charlevoixâ€™s 44-foot motor lifeboat with an HH-3F Pelican helicopter from Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City.  The precision drills included hoisting a boat crewman to the helicopter in a rescue basket. Skill and teamwork was always paramount and on display.

â€œAlways Readyâ€�
â€œ44345 Fire Rescueâ€�
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						Todd Reed's Day 140 of 365 							
						The former Coast Guard Cutter Snohomish looks shipshape docked on Pere Marquette Lake at the Lake Michigan Carferry docks. The privately owned 110-foot tug was built in 1943. 
F4.0 at 1/125, ISO 200, 12-24 mm lens at 24 mm
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		Gallery News

				Gallery Newsletters. Keep in touch with what's happening at the Todd and Brad Reed Photography Gallery. Visit our Gallery Newsletter page and download PDF newsletter issues.


Pure Michigan Video. Todd and Brad Reed are featured in a Pure Michigan video, with their award-winning photography of Michigan lighthouses and Great Lakes beaches and lakeshores. The Pure Michigan video is titled "Lighthouses in Michigan - a Pure Michigan Summer".  View the video here at this YouTube link.
			


				

				
					
		
		Phone, Address, Email

					Â (231) 843-0777
	Â info@toddandbradreed.com

LUDINGTON GALLERY HOURS
Open Monday-SaturdayÂ 9am-5pm
Closed Sunday



114 West Ludington Avenue
Ludington, Michigan 49431 Map




			


				

				
					
		
		Testimonials

					"Unlike some professional photographers, the Todd and Brad Reed team go out of their way to share their knowledge of photography. Studying techniques from Galen Rowell, one of the finest photographers in the world, they have combined thoughts to instruct programs such as â€œHow to Really See the World in Photographsâ€�, their â€œ20/20 Visionâ€�, and the advanced program of the â€œ4Fs = Forethink, Feel, Focus and Finishâ€�. The Charlevoix Photography Club was fortunate to have this Father and Son team instruct our members on the basic principles of Nature Photography as well as serving as jurors in one of our photography exhibitions...
By: Mike Schlitt 
	" Todd and Brad assisted me in taking my photography to the next level with their excellent teaching of both the artistic and technical aspects of the art. They helped me learn to capture images the way I had them envisioned and taught me to â€œsee the world in pictures."
By: Christine Crumbaugh
	"...We visited their gallery for the first time and not only were we impressed with the quality photography of the area, but there was something about their passion that made an impression. That Christmas my wife surprised me with registration for their Picture Perfect Workshop Weekend and we were introduced to that passion for photographyÂ again... To say the least the weekend exceeded all expectations..."
By: Vern Botts
	"I have taken almost every workshop Todd and Brad have offered. The classes have helped me to develop into the photographer I am today. We started with learning the steps of learning what makes a beautiful image to learning to shoot on manual mode and beyond. I already had a love of photography but they helped me see that it's more than a love of photography- it's a way of life."
By: Holly Hannum
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